Direct Quotations

*Word for word, exactly what someone has said.

*Always capitalize the first word of a direct quote.
Examples:

1. Mrs. Post asked, “Did you study for today’s test?”

2. “Of course I studied,” replied Ryan.

3. “That’s the best news I’ve heard all morning!” exclaimed Mrs. Post.

Tag – speaker + verb

*Often accompanies the direct quote, yet is not part of the actual quote.

*Can appear before, after, or in the middle of the quote.

*Direct quotes that have the tag in the middle are called split or interrupted quotations.
Examples (of split or interrupted quotes):

1. “Where,” asked Paige, “are the markers?”

2. “Look in the closet,” replied Morgan.  “They are on the bottom shelf.”

